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April & May have 
brought some 

exciting growth to 
the Niter—i team 
and to our young 

church family!

Growing Families & 
a Growing Church

“Don't be afraid, for I 
am with you...I will 

strengthen you. I will 
help you.”

! !      Isaiah 41:10
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A BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

FROM THE:
NITERÓI  MISSION TEAM

The Br idge is an opportuni ty for 

the team as a whole to share our 

current work wi th our supporters

MotherÕs Day!

Pictures of  some of  the various activities at our small groups.  

THE

N E W  S M A L L  G RO U P S
The McGeeÕs

During the month of April we started up a new semester of 
small groups here in Niter—i. This  new semester is studying the 
fundamentals  of the christian faith and is  aimed at helping new 
Christians understand the Bible better. The study is  titled, ÒI 
Follow JesusÓ. 

The study covers  a wide range of topics  for these new 
believers, such as  what it means  to become a christian, how to be 
faithful in our study and prayer, the importance of church 
participation, the LordÕs supper and how to interact with people 
in a Godly way. We hope that these studies  will help the new 
Christians of our church form a Þrm foundation for their young 
faith. 

Aside from the study, another exciting aspect of this  new 
small groups  semester is  that all of our groups are being lead by 
Brazilian men of the congregation! We are excited to see how 
this  opportunity will allow them to grow in their own faith and in 
their leadership skills  for this young church. It has been 
encouraging to see these men grow more conÞdent in themselves 
and their teaching just over the past couple of weeks. We also 
started a new group focused speciÞcally on reaching out to young 
adults in the community here. We are excited to see what God 
has in store for these groups over the coming weeks!

WO M E N Õ S  M I N I S T RY  U P DAT E
The Roberts

We have been very blessed with a great group of  women here in our church! We have studied together and learned a lot 
about each other. We have made great connections! And we want this to continue! So to help the womenÕs ministry, we 
organized a Ògarage saleÓ this last month. Many of  our members donated items including some of  our friends and neighbors. 
It was great to see the dedication and generous hearts that God has brought to our church. After 3 days of  sales, we were able 
to raise enough money to sponsor our women to go to the next womenÕs retreat as well as other activities and the purchase of  
some supplies. God has deÞnitely been seen in many ways and this has been such an encouragement to our women and to 
our community. Please, keep this group of  women in your prayers as we grow closer to our Lord and to each other every day!
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NEW TEAM MEMBERS
The Nichols

Within the last two months, we 
have ga ined two new team 
members!  Seems  like a lot more 
time is  spent rocking, feeding, 
burping, and changing diapers 
than it used to be. Lucas  Roberts 
and Grant McGee arrived in the 
same hospital where Graham and 
Gibson Gotcher were born.  Lucas 
was born on April 20 and weighed 

6.7 pounds.  Grant was  born May 
16 and weighed 7.7 pounds.

Graham and Gibson Gotcher 
have moved and settled with their 
family in Midland, Texas, where 
Wes  has  taken a new job and 
Carrie spends  most of her time 
caring for her three men.  Both 
Graham and Gibson are under 
new medical care and are doing 
well. We continue to miss  their 

presence in Brazil, both personally 
and professionally!

Both Lucas and Grant have 
been visited by family and church 
family in Niter—i.  It is a blessed, 
exciting, and of course, tiring time 
in Brazil. We ask that you join us 
in our prayers for these families 
and for the spiritual and physical 
lives  of these sweet babies and that 
they will grow to know the love of 
God.

Lucas Roberts Grant McGee

DOCUMENTATION
The Zincks

About the time we decided in 

which neighborhood we would 

plant this  church, we also started 

the research into what we would 

need to do to get all the appropriate 

church documentation.  We started 

not knowing what to do or where to 

go, so from that point forward we 

sought people that could help us get 

through all the steps in the process.  

A f te r ge t t i ng a re l i ab le 

recommendation, we contracted 

with an accountant to help walk us 

through this  process.  To begin we 

had to create what here is  called a 

ÒconstitutionÓ for the church, which 

allowed us to register the church as 

a non-proÞt organization.  Believe it 

or not this was the easy part.  

The next phase was  to get a 

permit from the Þre department.  

In order to do that we had to install 

Þre extinguishers  and show that we 

had adequate Þre exits. The hardest 

part of this  process  was to show 

that the church building met the 

required sound prooÞng codes.  

Once this  was done it was just a 

w a i t i n g g a m e f o r t h e Þ r e 

department to approve our permit.  

This was  approved a few weeks ago 

and this past week we received our 

Þnal city permit for use of the 

building, almost two years  after we 

began this process.

Graham and Gibson Gotcher


