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With 2010 behind 
us, we look ahead to 

the year to come 
and what God has 

planned!
Starting a New Year in Niter—i

ÒDon't be afraid, for I 
am with you...I will 

strengthen you. I will 
help you.Ó

! !      Isaiah 41:10
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A BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

FROM THE:
NITERîI  MISSION TEAM

The Br idge is an opportuni ty for 

the team as a whole to share our 

current work wi th our supporters

One of  our menÕs Bible studies.

Donations to help the ßood victims JosŽ, Zane & Brent

THE

H O L D  TO  H I S  T E A C H I N G
The Gotchers

The weekly worship services at O Caminho are averaging 
between 50-60 people each week, we have small groups meeting in 
different areas  of Niter—i and there are new ministries  and activities 
generating interest among members, visitors  and the community.  
While those are exciting things to talk about, we are most excited to 
share that the number of Bible studies  we have are increasing in 
number each week.  

In John 8 we read that Jesus  said to the Jews  that had confessed 
believing in him, ÒIf you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.Ó  A lot of our Bible studies  are with people that have not had a 
lot of experience reading and studying the Word, and the studies  we 
use give clarity to the message of Christ.  Several of our Bible 
Studies  are using a 12 lesson series that reviews scripture then asks 
questions regarding the text to emphasize what weÕve read together.   
At the beginning of the series we emphasize that the disciples  at O 
Caminho place great importance on basing our beliefs  on scripture 
because we believe that it is  the inspired word of God.  We also ask 
those studying with us  to measure our words  and any other teaching 
they hear with what is said in the Bible.

In a study last Tuesday night one of the Þve men around the 
table made the comment that he had really enjoyed studying with 
each of us  over the past 9 weeks and that he loves  Christ more now 
than he did before he began the study.  As  believers  we can take this 
observation, apply it to our own lives, and understand that if we will 
stay in the Word and hold to His teaching, we will have a constant 
reminder of  the importance of  the truth and of  ChristÕs love for us.

T H E  R A I N FA L L  I N  R I O  D E  JA N E I RO
The Nichols

This month we have been blessed to see our community pull together for the parts of  our state in crisis. Because of  the 
heavy rains, over 860 people were killed and almost 7,000 people are without a home. There is nothing that we can do to 
rectify the situation, but our church was determined to show Christ to the neighboring communities in their time of  loss.

! Our church was able to collect clothes, water, food and supplies to send to the mountainous region where the 
devastation took place. Our donations attracted the attention of  our neighborhood and many others contributed as well. 
Even our friend, Renato, who delivered the goods was overcome with the generosity of  the church of  Christ in Niteroi, 
enough so that he sent a letter to our church thanking us and to others praising us.  Praise God that His love is being spread 
in Brazil!



THE BRIDGE!  PAGE2

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The McGeeÕs

On January 3, 4 & 5 we had 
our Þrst Vacation Bible School at 
the church in Niter—i. WeÕve never 
tried this before, so the Þrst time is 
always a learning experience for 
everybody involved! We had a 
great experience with the kids and 
were able to make contact with 
severa l new fami l ies  in the 

community whom we previously 
had not met. 

We were blessed to have a 
campaign from the Saturn Road 
Church of Christ in Garland, TX 
come and help us with the VBS 
and they provided many of the 
materials used during the event. 
They were a great group to host, 
and everybody pitched in to do 
their part, even if they were 
limited by the language!

The theme for the VBS was, 
ÒThe Lord is my CaptainÓ and it 
used nautical stories  from the Bible 
to teach lessons  about trusting in 
God in difÞcult situations. The 
k ids  th rough ly en joyed the 
activities, skits  and snacks we had 
prepared for them, and we look 
forward to using events like this  in 
the future to reach out and make 
new contacts in the community!

Graham and Gibson re-united at home for the Þrst time!! Israel and his NoahÕs Ark craft from VBS

THE GOTCHER TWINS
The Niter—i Team

As  many of you know, over 
three months  ago the Gotcher 
family welcomed the earlier arrival 
of their twin boys, Graham and 
Gibson. So many people have been 
praying for the boys  during their 
early struggles and God has  been 
faithful in hearing our prayers  and 
blessing both Graham and Gibson 
with the strength they have needed 
to develop over the past three 
months. 

Graham was  able to come 
home for the Þrst time about a 
month ago, and we are thrilled to 
see Gibson come home for the Þrst 
time just this week. The two of 
them are Þnally reunited after more 

than a month apart, and their 
entire family is under one roof 
together for the Þrst time! We praise 
God for his  work in their lives, and 
ask for continued prayers  as  the 
boys continue to grow. 

While it is  such a blessing to see 
how the boys  have progressed, the 
reality is  that they will need much 
care in the foreseeable future. Over 
the coming months  they will be 
continuing their doctors  visits and 
starting physical therapy to help 
them with their development as 
they grow stronger everyday.

Because of the advanced 
medical care and oversight the boys 
will be needing, it is necessary for 
the Gotcher family to return to the 
U.S. to ensure the best medical care 

possible for their children during 
this  critical phase of development. 
We as a team are of course sadden 
by the departure of this wonderful 
family who has  contributed so 
much to the LordÕs  work here in 
Niter—i. 

They will be sorely missed by 
all in the church here in Niter—i, 
and their impact will be felt for 
years  to come. Please join us in 
praying for our teammates, and 
brother and sister in Christ as  they 
make this  transition back to the 
United States, and as  always, 
continue to pray for Graham and 
Gibson and their continued good 
health. 


